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Toronto Brigantine Incorporated 

Take the Wheel of a Tall Ship… 

Who We Are 

Toronto Brigantine Incorporated is a charitable sail training organization that offers 
youths between the ages of 13 and 18 a chance to experience life at sea aboard the 
brigantines S.T.V. Pathfinder and T.S. Playfair. As one of the longest running sail 
training organizations in the world, the tenets of our organization are to instil in teenagers 
responsibility, teamwork, self-reliance and good citizenship by offering traditional sail 
training on the Great Lakes.  

The brigantines were designed and built in 1962 and 1972 by Toronto Brigantine 
expressly for the purpose of youth sail training. The choice of the brigantine rig was 
partly driven by the fact that handling square sails is very labour intensive, requiring co-
ordinated efforts from different crew members. This means that the only way for youths 
to work while on board is together, as a team.  

 

In its 47 year history, Toronto Brigantine has become part of the heritage of Toronto and 
the Great Lakes. As another point of merit, T.S. Playfair is the only Canadian ship 
commissioned by a reigning monarch, Queen Elizabeth II. 

In the off-season months (our shoulder season) in May and June and in September and 
October, the brigantines are available for educational use by school groups on a day basis 
or for extended overnight, weekend or longer-term sails. 
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What We Do 

Our regular educational programs run year-round. Summer courses last from 6 to 14 
days. Youth trainees are divided into 3 watches where they participate in all aspects of 
the ships’ routine. The watch system allows our vessels to sail 24 hours a day, often at 
sea for more than 3 days at a time. Daily activities entail everything from sailing the 
vessel, teaching of sail theory and navigation, to cleaning and maintenance of the boats. 
All junior and senior officers are themselves youths, the only exception being the captain 
who is an adult. 

Summer trainees have the option of continuing with the program by returning in the 
winter months to Brig House. This workshop is located in Toronto Harbour where the 
vessels undergo extensive maintenance by the youths and courses are taught in 
navigation, first aid, marine emergency duties, and other aspects of seamanship and 
leadership. As they acquire the required skills and certification levels, they have the 
opportunity to earn promotions into the ranks of the wardroom. All junior and senior 
youth officers are volunteers, some dedicating all four years of high school to our 
organisation.  

 

As a school group you may take a vessel for several hours or several days. During 
evening sails we would generally not divide the students into watches. Students sailing in 
afternoon day or overnight sails would be divided into two or three watches. 

We provide our own captain and officers who are either youth currently enrolled in our 
program, or alumni of our program acting as volunteers. These officers will train the 
students in sail and ship handling, and will co-ordinate the ships’ routine. For overnight 
sails, we will also usually provision the vessel. 

What You Will Do and Learn 

What you will do on our tall ships depends on you, the weather, time of year, and the 
length of time you take the boat.  
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In day, afternoon, or evening sails the students will be introduced to handling sails and 
pulling lines during manoeuvring of the ship. They will learn the names of sails carried 
by our brigantines, and will be shown the difference between fore-and-after and square-
rigged sails.  

Most day-time students will also get an opportunity to go aloft in the rigging. Working 
aloft on a tall ship is a required component of handling traditional square-rigged sailing 
ships. Students will develop a feel for what it was like for men and boys working at sea 
over centuries past. 

For extended or overnight, weekend, and multi-day school trips, the students will be 
assigned watches and participate in all aspects of the ships’ routine. While on watch, the 
students must stay awake and above deck regardless of whether it is day or night. Under 
their watch officer they are entirely responsible for handling the ship and its sails. They 
will also set, douse and reduce sail under the guidance of their watch officer, and this 
may include working aloft under all weather conditions. 

 

While off watch students will participate in meal preparation and clean up. They will also 
be able to sleep, play games, and enjoy free time. They may also receive additional 
training and if weather permits, the entire ships company may participate in a swim 
parade, sometimes fully out of view of land. 

The camaraderie, pride, and sense of accomplishment that students gain from their time 
aboard the brigantines cannot be easily matched by other programs. This truly is an 
experience of a lifetime. 

Where You Will Go 

Where you go on a tall ship does not usually matter much as you are generally at the will 
of the winds. For short sails less than a day, the boat will generally stay in the vicinity of 
port. Three hours is generally enough time to circumnavigate the Toronto Islands. As a 
rule of thumb, depending on wind conditions our brigantines typically sail at between 4 
and 5 knots, though they are able to sail as fast as 11 knots in strong wind conditions. 
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For longer overnight school trips, we will generally head out on the open lake. The first 
night is often taken at anchor while subsequent nights are either at sea or sometimes spent 
along-side while visiting other ports. At the discretion of the captain, students may be 
permitted shore leave for several hours while visiting these ports. 

Student Requirements 

All students sailing on the brigantines must satisfy a few requirements. Students 
weighing less than 90 lbs or 40 kg must provide and wear their own life jacket. They 
must also be physically and mentally fit and able to swim 100m and then tread water for 
10 minutes without undue fatigue. Students should generally be 13 years of age or older. 
Younger students are not generally large enough or strong enough to handle the lines and 
sails. 

Forms and Information 

On the following pages are forms related to the Day and Extended Programs 

For Day School and Youth Programs this includes: 

·  Day Program Schedules 

·  Day Program Reservation Form 

·  Day Program Information and Release Form 

For Extended School and Youth Programs this includes: 

·  What Should I Bring Overnight? 

·  Trainee Information and Application Form 

·  Medical Health Form 
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Tall Ship Day Program Schedules 2009 

School and youth groups can focus on heritage, teamwork or 
just having a wonderful experience on the water.  Enjoy the 
unique opportunity to provide young people with a 
productive and memorable day.  Upon arrival to the ship, 
classes will be introduced to on-board safety systems while 
being divided into three watches. Their watch leader will then 
assign line handling stations. No experience is required! 

During day sail programs, students will participate in all ship handling and manoeuvring 
under the supervision of the Captain and crew. We will teach the students the names of 
sails and demonstrate the difference between fore-and-after sails and traditional square 
rigged sails. Students are also usually given the opportunity to go aloft in the rigging. 

Students are responsible for their own lunch and for transportation to and from the boats. 

The brigantines are available for day sails during our shoulder season in May, June, 
September and October. 

 

Half Day, Morning 10:00 am to 1:00 pm $600 

Half Day, Afternoon 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm $600 

 

The maximum number of students and teachers or chaperones per vessel is 25.  

Depending on bus schedules, times may be adjusted. 

To book a day or half-day program: 

·  Call the Toronto Brigantine Office (416-596-7117) for available dates 

·  Return the completed reservation form 

·  Include a group day program non-refundable deposit for your group 

·  Have each student fill out the Information and Release form and bring this with 
them to the boat on the day of the sail 

All students and adults should bring rain gear and warm clothes. We do not generally 
cancel programs due to the weather. 

50% of the Day Program fee is due on registration. The balance is due one month prior to 
the scheduled Day Program or May 1st 2009, whichever is earlier. These amounts are 
non-refundable. 

If for any reason Toronto Brigantine is forced to cancel your scheduled Day Program and 
we are unable to reschedule, you will be refunded the full amount paid. 





 

Toronto Brigantine Incorporated  Registered Canadian Charity 11926 5924 RR0001 
215 Spadina Ave, Suite 405, Toronto, Ontario, M5T 2C7 

Phone/Fax: 416-596-7117 Web:  www.tallshipadventures.on.ca Email: mail@tallshipadventures.on.ca 

 

Tall Ship Day Program Registration 

Please fill out this form and mail or fax it to our office: 
 
Fax: 

416-596-7117 
 
Mail: 

Toronto Brigantine Incorporated 
249 Queen’s Quay West, Unit 111 
Toronto, Ontario, M5J 2N5 

 
 
 
DATE OF GROUP SAIL: ________________ MORNING____ AFTERNOON____   DAY____ 
 
GROUP NAME: _________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS:  ___________________________________________ 
  ___________________________________________ 
  ___________________________________________ 
 
TEACHER/LEADER NAME: _______________________________________ 
 
PHONE:  ____________________ 
 
EMAIL:  _____________________ 
 
NUMBER OF STUDENTS:  _____________________ 
 
 
50% of the Day Program fee is due on booking. The balance is due one month prior to 
your scheduled Day Program or May 1st 2009, whichever is earlier. These amounts are 
non-refundable. 

Payment Details 
 
METHOD OF PAYMENT: CHEQUE____ VISA____ AMERICAN EXPRESS____ 
 
CARD NUMBER __________________________________ EXPIRY _______ 
 
SIGNATURE _____________________________________ DATE _______________ 
 

 
 
If for any reason Toronto Brigantine is forced to cancel your scheduled Day Program and 
we are unable to reschedule to a mutually agreed upon day, you will be refunded the full 
amount paid. Please note that we do not generally cancel Day Programs on account of the 
weather. 
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Tall Ship Day Program Information and Release 

To be completed and signed by the parent or guardian of any person under 18 years of 
age who is participating in a group day sail training program with Toronto Brigantine Inc. 

�
DATE OF GROUP SAIL: ___________ GROUP:   _______________________ 
 
PARTICIPANT’S NAME: _________________________________________ 
ADDRESS:  ___________________________________________ 
  ___________________________________________ 
  ___________________________________________ 
 
PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME: ____________________________ 
 
PHONE:  ____________________ 

�

Declaration and Release 

While sailing with Toronto Brigantine, your group must abide by the following rules and 
standards: 

1. All participants must be able to swim or be prepared to wear a lifejacket for the 
duration of the sail.  Those participants who are not strong swimmers will be 
provided with lifejackets.  Children under 90 lbs or 40 kg must be appropriately 
supervised and must endeavour to supply their own lifejackets.  

2. Neither smoking nor chewing gum nor the consumption of alcohol is permitted on 
board Toronto Brigantine vessels. 

3. All participants are expected to be active members of the crew. 

4. All participants are subject to the authority of the Captain and his/her officers. 

 

In consideration of my participation and/or that of my son/daughter/ward in a Toronto 
Brigantine program, I, personally and on behalf of my son/daughter/ward, release and 
forever discharge Toronto Brigantine Inc., its employees or agents, from all claims, 
demands, actions, or causes of actions including claims for personal injury, sickness, or 
property damage that may occur involving myself and/or my son/daughter/ward while 
engaged in a Toronto Brigantine program.  If for any reason I and/or my 
son/daughter/ward requires medical attention, I agree to be responsible for any expenses 
incurred, including the cost of transportation from the Toronto Brigantine program 
location to medical care facilities. 

�
DATE: ___________________ 
 
PARENT / GUARDIAN SIGNATURE: ____________________________ 
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Tall Ship Extended Programs 2009 

School and youth groups taking the boats for extended 
programs can provide their students with an unparalleled 
experience in learning, self exploration and empowerment. 
We provide the senior crew and generally provision the boat, 
but the students will do everything else. No experience is 
required! 

Due to the complexity of setting up for an extended program, only rough guidelines can 
be provided here. These are base-line prices and other factors may influence and increase 
the cost of an extended sail training program for your group. Please contact the office at 
416-596-7117 for details. 

The brigantines are available for extended sails during our shoulder season given as 
follows: 

 

May and June  $2000 per vessel per day 

Sept. and October $2000 per vessel per day 

  

It is generally not possible for school or youth groups to utilise the boats during the 
regular season in July and August as this is when we deliver our regular program. 
Exceptions are possible, but must be planned and booked by at least the previous 
October. 

The maximum number of students and teachers or chaperones per vessel is 21.  

10% of the Extended Program fee is due on booking. The balance is due one month prior 
to the scheduled Extended Program or May 1st 2009, whichever is sooner. These amounts 
are non-refundable. If for any reason Toronto Brigantine is forced to cancel an Extended 
Program and we are unable to reschedule to a mutually agreed upon date, we will refund 
the full amount paid. 

Please note that we do not generally cancel Extended Programs on account of the 
weather.
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What Should I Bring for Overnight? 

There is very limited space on board! Your personal storage 
space (not including your sleeping bag and rain gear) is 
approximately 24” X 12” X 10”. Be conservative when 
packing! You must use soft unframed luggage (duffle bag, 
etc.).  No suitcases or framed backpacks are allowed. Do not 
bring valuables. 

Items to Bring: 
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Identification  

Proof of citizenship is required.  This includes original birth certificates or passports for 
Canadian and American born students and appropriate original documentation for others 
(passport, immigration papers, visa, etc.). 

Items Not To Bring 

·  electronics such as CD players or cell phones 

·  framed packs or suitcases - bring a duffel bag  

·  sandals 

·  pierced ears: must be empty or with studs. No hoops. 

·  makeup, perfume, hair spray 

·  knives (rigging knives are used only by the officers) 

·  alcohol and illegal substances 

Spending Money 

This depends entirely upon individuals, but many bring approximately $25 to $50 per 
week to cover shore leave, etc. 

Safe Keeping 

At the beginning of each cruise, money and/or other valuables such as identification may 
be given to the Captain and locked away for safe-keeping.  Remember to bring your 
Original Birth Certificate for all trips including American ports of call. 

Note:  Any prescription drugs must be given to the Captain for safe-keeping. 
 

 

Toronto Brigantine Incorporated cannot assume responsibility for articles lost or 
stolen while on board.
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Trainee Information and Application Form 
Group Booking 

 
Please complete and return all forms to the office 

 

NAME: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
CITY: ____________________________ PROVINCE: ________________________POSTAL CODE: _____________ 
 
DATE OF BIRTH:__________________ CURRENT AGE: _________________  MALE:  FEMALE:   
        (DD/MM/YY) 
HOME PHONE: (____)___________________ TRAINEE E-MAIL: _________________________________________ 
 
PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME: ______________________________________________________________________ 
(IF DIFFERENT FROM ABOVE) 
ADDRESS: _________________________________  _______________  _________________  ______________ 
                                             (STREET)                                                                        (CITY)                               (PROVINCE.)                     (POSTAL CODE) 
 
HOME PHONE: (_____)_______________  WORK PHONE: (______)______________ CELLULAR: ______________ 
 
PARENT E-MAIL: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ALTERNATE EMERGENCY CONTACT:_______________________________________________________________ 
 
HOME PHONE: (_____)_______________  WORK PHONE: (______)______________ CELLULAR: _______________ 
 
Because the ship occasionally visits United States ports, the following information is required: 

PLACE OF BIRTH:_____________________________________________________________________________  
CITIZENSHIP:________________________________________________________________________________ 
ONTARIO HEALTH CARD #_____________________________________________ 
�
CANADIANS MUST BRING ORIGINAL BIRTH CERTIFICATES.  NON-CANADIANS MUST HAVE AN AMERICAN VISA, VALID 

PASSPORT OR LANDED IMMIGRANT PAPERS FOR TRIPS TO THE STATES.  THESE PAPERS MUST BE WITH YOU. 
 

Medical Concerns 

The following section is to be completed by the applicant’s parent or guardian: 

TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, MY CHILD OR WARD HAS ALLERGIES: YES____ NO____   
MEDICAL PROBLEMS REQUIRING MEDICATION: YES____ NO____ 
PHYSICAL IMPAIRMENTS OR RESTRICTIONS: YES____ NO____  
ILLNESS OR COMMUNICABLE DISEASE: YES____ NO____ 
DIETARY RESTRICTIONS: YES____ NO____ 
ANY MEDICAL PROBLEMS OF WHICH THE CAPTAIN SHOULD BE AWARE:_________________ _____________________ 
IF THE ANSWER TO ANY OF THE ABOVE IS “YES”, PLEASE DESCRIBE:________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
HEALTH INSURANCE NUMBER:________________________________ HEALTH CARD MUST ACCOMPANY TRAINEE .  
TORONTO BRIGANTINE STRONGLY RECOMMENDS TRAVEL INSURANCE FOR P ROGRAMS ENTERING AMERICAN WATERS 
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Have you sailed with us before? Yes_____ No_____   If “NO”, please tell us how you heard about the 
Brigantine Program: 

Newspaper Ad:____  Brochure:____  Friend:____  School:____  Website:____  Office:____  Other:____ 
 

Certificate of Swimming Ability 

Toronto Brigantine requires verification of swimming ability to ensure that each trainee is able to 
participate safely and comfortably during an extended program. Swimming is an important part of daily 
life on our ships. Our trainees swim from the ship for recreation and cleanliness! 

A parent/guardian may sign this swimming certificate. The Red Cross swim level we recommend is 
AquaQuest 10. If available, we prefer that you provide copies of documentation (Red Cross certificates 
etc.). 

This is to certify that __________________________________________is able to swim 100 meters  
 (TRAINEE’S NAME) 

and then tread water for 10 minutes without any undue fatigue. 

DATE:___________________  PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE: _______________________________ 
 

Trainee’s Agreement   

I, _________________________, agree to abide by the policies, procedures, and rules of Toronto  
                 (TRAINEE’S NAME) 
Brigantine’s Tall Ship Adventures program. I understand that if at any time during the course of my 
extended program, whether aboard ship or on shore, I violate the policy prohibiting the possession or use 
of alcohol and illegal substances or smoking on or near the ships or the policy prohibiting sexual 
conduct or if my behaviour adversely affects the safety of my ship mates, I will be discharged from the 
vessel and sent home at my families expense. 
DATE: ___________________  TRAINEE’S SIGNATURE: ________________________________ 
 

General Declaration and Release 

I am familiar with the nature and content of Toronto Brigantine’s program and the Trainee’s Agreement 
(see above). I desire that my son/daughter/ward, __________________________ participate in the 
        (TRAINEE’S NAME)  
full program and all its activities.  I consent to Toronto Brigantine Inc. using all photographs in which 
my son/daughter/ward may appear, while enrolled as a program participant, for promotional or other 
related purposes.  In consideration of the participation of my son/daughter/ward in the Toronto 
Brigantine extended program, I, personally and on behalf of my son/daughter/ward, release and forever 
discharge Toronto Brigantine, its employees or agents, from all claims, demands, actions, or causes of 
action including claims for personal injury, sickness, or property damage that may occur involving my 
son/daughter/ward while engaged in the Toronto Brigantine program. 

If, for any reason, my son/daughter/ward does not complete his/her extended program, I agree to 
be responsible for all costs incurred, including his/her transportation from the program location. 
DATE: ___________________  PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE: __________________________________ 
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Medical & Health Certificate 
Group Booking 

Note: Due to changes in the Ontario Ministry of Health in the billing 
structure for medical services requested by third parties, Toronto Brigantine 
will no longer require medical examinations and a doctor’s signature for its 
Extended Programs. Parents/guardians will be required to disclose all 
relevant medical history and give Toronto Brigantine permission to contact 
the trainee’s physician(s) if more information is required. 

 
TRAINEE  NAME: ____________________________________________    DATE OF BIRTH:_________________ 
                                   (DD/MM/YY) 
HEALTH CARD #: ______________________________________________ 

PHYSICIAN’S NAME: ____________________________________________   PHONE: ______________________ 

PHYSICIAN’S ADDRESS: ______________________________________________ 

        _______________________________________________ 

        _______________________________________________ 
 
 
Extended Programs are physically demanding. Our 72 foot square-rigged brigantines operate in all 
weather, 24 hours a day.  Trainees live in close quarters and are required to participate in all ship’s 
routines and program activities (swimming, keeping watch, going aloft, performing emergency drills, 
maintenance work, etc.) It is essential for the safety of the trainee and the total ship’s company that 
your son/daughter/ward be medically and psychologically fit. 

Our ships are supplied with first aid equipment and our officers are certified to deliver emergency first 
aid. We also have radio telephones and cellular phones aboard which allow us to communicate with 
medical personnel, if required.  Nevertheless, it is important to recognize that our ships are 
sometimes many hours away from acute care medical services.  If your son/daughter/ward/ has a 
pre-existing condition (diabetes, asthma, seizure disorder, etc.) which may require emergency care 
during an Extended Program, please consult your physician and disclose the condition (see over) before 
signing this release. 

It is the policy of Toronto Brigantine to control the use of medication (prescription or non-prescription) 
for the alleviation of symptoms of seasickness. Such medication may affect a trainee’s performance in 
such a way as to compromise his/her safety. If, in the judgment of the Captain, the trainee’s symptoms 
are severe and/or long-standing, the trainee will be relieved of his/her/responsibilities and offered 
medication from the ship’s first aid supplies. 

 
I have read the information above and completed the medical information form (see over). To the best 
of my knowledge, my son/daughter/ward is in good health and able to participate fully in the Toronto 
Brigantine Extended Program. I give my permission for Toronto Brigantine to contact the physician 
named above if more medical information is required. In case of a medical emergency, I give my 
permission for the employees and agents of Toronto Brigantine to administer first aid, and if I am not 
available for consultation, to select a physician who will secure proper medical treatment (including 
examination, medication, treatment, anaesthesia or surgery) for my above named son/daughter/ward. 

DATE:_______________________ PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE: ____________________________________ 
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Medical Information  

WEIGHT ________ HEIGHT ________ 
 
HAS THIS TRAINEE HAD ANY OF THE FOLLOWING? 
 
ASTHMA ___   HEPATITIS ___   MIGRAINE ___   DIABETES ___   EPILEPSY OR SEIZURES ___    DIZZINESS/FAINTING ___ 
SINUSITIS ___   HEART CONDITION ___    CHICKEN POX ___   MUMPS ___   EARACHES ___   SKIN CONDITION ___ 
SEVERE STOMACH ACHES ___   SLEEP WALKING ___ MENSTRUAL CRAMPS ___ 
 
ARE THERE ANY OTHER HEALTH PROBLEMS THAT WE SHOULD KNOW ABOUT? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
IS THIS TRAINEE AFRAID IF HEIGHTS?   YES ___   NO ___   NOT SURE ___ 
DOES THIS TRAINEE HAVE NORMAL HEARING?   YES ___   NO ___ 
IF NO, DOES THE TRAINEE USE A HEARING AID?   YES ___   NO ___ 
DOES THIS TRAINEE HAVE NORMAL VISION WITH OR WITHOUT CORRECTIVE GLASSES OR CONTACT LENSES?   YES ___   NO ___ 
DOES THIS TRAINEE WEAR EYEGLASSES?   YES ___   NO ___  
DOES THIS TRAINEE WEAR CONTACT LENSES?   YES ___   NO ___ 
IS THIS TRAINEE FULLY IMMUNIZED?   YES ___   NO ___ 
DATE OF LAST TETANUS TOXOID BOOSTER: ______________________________ 
DOES THIS TRAINEE HAVE ANY ALLERGIES? PLEASE LIST ANY KNOWN ALLERGIES AND IDENTIFY ANY HISTORY OF SERIOUS ALLERGIC 

REACTIONS. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DOES THIS TRAINEE REQUIRE ANY REGULAR MEDICATION OR MEDICAL TREATMENT? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Note: All medication, prescription and non-prescription, are given to the captain for safekeeping. 
Written instructions must accompany such medications so that they may be given to the trainee 
as required. 
 
OTHER NOTES _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


